[image: image1.jpg]



VYTAUTAS MAGNUS UNIVERSITY

JAPANESE STUDIES CENTRE
Vaižganto g. 30, Kaunas LT-44229, LITHUANIA

Tel. /Fax: ＋370 37 331323; E-mail: darbuotojai@jc.vdu.lt
INVITATION TO INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

TRADITION IN MODERNIZATION: CONTEMPORARY ASIA FROM EUROPEAN PERSPECTIVE

Despite of the easy access to vast information sources, which contemporary societies have in the present era of globalization, Asian countries are still often perceived by Europeans as mysterious and “just too distant”. The images and stereotypes Europeans create about Asian countries are often based on the knowledge of traditional aspects of Asian cultures. However, in how far ‘tradition’ exists in modernized contemporary cultures and societies of Asia? And how does the information about changing frameworks of traditional values reach different European countries? 

In the present conference we invite the scholars from different fields of study to share their knowledge and experience about what role does Asian ‘tradition’ play in the contemporary perception of modern Asian cultures/societies in different European countries. We invite you to discuss the current problems or achievements in cross-cultural communication among Asian and European peoples, as the correct understanding of other nations and cultures is now admitted to be the key to success in any political, economical or cultural relations on the international level.

During the conference we welcome on-line presentations, in order to create an opportunity for researchers to participate without leaving their country. 

Organizer: Vytautas Magnus University (VMU) Japanese Studies Centre

Date and place of the conference: November 15-16, 2008, VMU Japanese Studies Centre, Vaižganto g. 30, Kaunas

Language of presentations: English

Length of presentation (including Q&A):  25min.

Registration: please fill in the registration form attached and send it until June 27, 2008 by e-mail:　conference@jc.vdu.lt .

The intended schedule:

June 27, 2008: Deadline for registration

July 10, 2008: Announcement of proposal screening results

September 1, 2008: Deadline for submission of abstracts to be published

October 2008: Publication of presentation abstracts

November 15-16, 2008: Conference

Notes:

1. We provide researchers with a possibility to make an on-line presentation via Skype, in case the actual presence at the conference is too complicated. Please indicate your choice in the registration form.

2.  Unfortunately, we cannot provide the presenters with financial support regarding journey or accommodation expenses. However, we can offer you any organizational support you need (finding and booking hotels, sending maps, transport timetables, etc.)

We are looking forward to your participation!

Yours Sincerely,

Aurelijus Zykas

Head of Japanese Studies Centre

